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SUMMARY: THE JUST ENDED ECLA CONFERENCE IN TRINIDAD WAS 
A SUCCESSFUL FORAY INTO THE MULTILATERAL CONFERENCE ARENA 
FOR THE GOTT AND ESPECIALLY PRIME MINISTER ERIC WILLIAMS. 
ALTHOUGH LACKING THE ECONOMIC POWER OR SIZE OF EITHER ITS 
NORTHERN OR SOUTHERN NEIGHBORS, THE GOTT USED ITS POSITION 
AS HOST TO PUSH TWO MAJOR RESOLUTIONS SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH 
THE CONFERENCE AND THE OCCASIONS OF THE OPENING AND CLOSING 
SPEECHES, WHICH WERE MADE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL AND THE 
PRIME MINISTER, TO DIRECT THE ATTENTION OF THE CONFERENCE 
AND THE PUBLIC TO ISSUES OF CONCERN TO TRINIDAD. THESE 
SUBSTANTIVE SUCCESSES, COUPLED WITH EFFECTIVE MANNER IN 
WHICH THE GOTT MADE THE PHYSICAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
CONFERENCE, MADE THE EVENT A VERY SATISFACTORY UNDERTAKING 
FOR THE GOTT. END SUMMARY. 

1. TRINIDAD MADE TWO MAJOR PROPOSALS TO THE CONFERENCE- 
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CORPORATIONS (TNC) ESTABLISH A REGIONAL UNIT IN LATIN 
AMERICA FOR THE SURVEILLANCE OF TNC'S IN THE REGION, AND 
THE CREATION OF A SEPARATE ECLA CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT AND 
COOPERATION COMMITTEE HEADQUARTERED IN PORT OF SPAIN- 
WHICH WERE ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OVER THE OBJECTIONS 
OF THE U.S. A THIRD RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE UN UNIVERSITY 
TO EXPAND ITS ROLE IN THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY WAS ALSO 
ADOPTED BY A CONFERENCE WHICH DID NOT WISH TO OFFEND ITS 
HOST. THIS WAS RELATED TO WILLIAMS' POSITION ON THE 
UNIVERSITY'S COUNCIL. IN ADDITION, THE GOTT USED THE 
CONFERENCE TO VOICE ITS COMPLAINT THAT IT WAS BEING TREATED 
UNFAIRLY AS A "RICH NATION" BY INTERNATIONAL LENDING AGENCIES, 
DESPITE ITS COMPARATIVELY SMALL PETROLEUM RESOURCES. 

2. THE PRIME MINISTER S INTERESTS IN MAKING THESE PROPOSALS- 
TO DEMONSTRATE CONCERN WITH THE TNC ACTIVITIES AND THEREBY 
STEAL THE "MULTINATIONALS" ISSUE FROM HIS RADICAL OPPONENTS 
AND CRITICS AND TO ENHANCE HIS REPUTATION AS A LEADING 
CARIBBEAN STATESMAN- WERE AMPLY SERVED BY THE FULL PRESS 
COVERAGE GIVEN TO THE TRINIDADIAN PROPOSALS AND BY THEIR 
ACCEPTANCE BY THE CONFERENCE. VIEWED SOLELY WITHIN THE 
CONTEXT OF DOMESTIC POLITICS, WILLIAMS' PERFORMANCE AND THE 
STAGING OF THE ECLA CONFERENCE IN TRINIDAD MUST BE 
VIEWED AS A DISTINCT PLUS FOR A POLITICIAN WHOSE LUSTRE 
HAD BEGUN TO DIM. TAKEN TOGETHER WITH HIS TWO TRIPS TO 
CHINA, JAPAN, AND THE UNITED STATES, INCLUDING HIS MEETINGS 
WITH PRESIDENT FORD AND CHAIRMAN MAO AND HIS FORTHCOMING 
VISITS TO THE USSR AND CUBA, WILLIAMS' IMAGE WITHIN 
TRINIDAD AS A SERIOUS STATESMAN WHO IS SO REGARDED BY THE 
MAJOR POWERS HAS BEEN CONSIDERABLY BRIGHTENED. THIS BUILD- 
UP WILL SERVE HIM WELL AT ELECTION TIME WHEN HE IS EXPECTED 
TO LEAD HIS PARTY AGAINST A NUMBER OF OPPONENTS WHOSE 
CREDENTIALS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA ARE VIRTUALLY NON- 
EXISTENT. 
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